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The Ohio State Buckeyes Men’s Basketball team led for most of the game and 

held off a big first half run by Minnesota to beat the Golden Gophers 78-72 Wednesday 

at the Value City Arena.  

The Buckeyes improved to 13-8 on the season and notched their third Big Ten 

win for the year to pair with five losses. The win in Columbus tied the season series with 

the Golden Gophers (15-6, 3-5 Big Ten) after OSU lost 78-68 in Minneapolis on Jan. 8.  

The first half contained highs and lows for both teams, as the Buckeyes led by 17 

with 3:11 remaining, their largest lead in conference play this season. The Golden 

Gophers countered with a 12-0 run to end the half to pull within five points that included 

a buzzer-beating tip in by sophomore forward Jordan Murphy.  

Shooting was a strength for OSU in the first half, as the team averaged 50 

percent or better in all three categories. The Buckeyes shot 52 percent from the field 

and made half of their 10 3-point attempts while going 9 for 9 on free throw attempts. 

The first half rebounding battle was 16-14 in favor of OSU.  

Minnesota shot 43.3 percent on field goals, 36.4 percent on 3-point attempts, and 

71.4 percent from the line in the first half of the contest. The Golden Gophers were led 

in scoring by redshirt junior center Reggie Lynch (9 points) and junior guard Nate 

Mason (7 points) at the break.  
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Neither team could gain a demanding lead during the remainder of the game, as 

the Buckeyes held their lead while only outscoring the Golden Gophers by one in 

second half points.  

During the last minute of the half senior forward Marc Loving hit a 3 to increase 

the Buckeye lead to six off an assist from redshirt junior guard Kam Williams. The shot 

was quickly answered by a 3 from Minnesota senior Akeem Springs which would be the 

final points from the Golden Gophers. The game ended after a statement block by junior 

center Trevor Thompson at the 16 second mark.  

Thompson scored the first three buckets for OSU and finished with 19 points on 

8-14 shooting along with 10 rebounds and three blocks on the night. Loving had 19 

points as well after going six for 10 from the field and bringing the crowd to their feet 

with a thunderous putback dunk at the 14:03 mark in the second half.  

Sophomore guard JaQuan Lyle shot well from 3-point land for the Buckeyes, 

going 3-5 and finishing with 11 points. Junior forward Jae’Sean Tate pulled in seven 

rebounds to pair with 10 points scored throughout the contest. OSU shot 50 percent 

from the field, 41.2 percent from 3, and 76.7 percent from the line for the contest.  

Minnesota was led in scoring by Mason with 21 points in 35 minutes of action. 

Springs tallied a double-double with 15 points and 10 rebounds on the night. The 

Golden Gophers finished the game with a field goal percentage of 41 percent (25-61).  
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Freshman forward Andre Wesson received praise after scoring a career high 9 

points in 19 minutes of game action.  

“It was fantastic to see the output that Andre had today,” Loving said. “He had the 

opportunity to knock some shots down and he took advantage of those.” 

Wednesday marked Coach Thad Matta’s 11th win over Minnesota in his last 13 

attempts. Matta spoke after the game about the rest of the season.  

“Every day is day one. I think when we’re in the position we’re in, we have to 

think that there’s a lot of basketball to still be played,” said Matta.  

The Buckeyes continue their Big Ten season at Iowa on Saturday at 8 p.m.  
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