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Web: Hanson, members of program reflect on 1000 match milestone 

Print: 1000 and counting: Hanson and men’s volleyball showing no signs of 

slowing down 

Ohio State men’s volleyball coach Pete Hanson coached his 1,000th match March 19, 

winning in a close five-sets against Lewis University, but it was business as usual for 

the 32-year veteran.  

“Quite frankly I didn’t think about it too much,” Hanson said. “I think we’re so caught up 

in what we’re doing this season and the things that are out in front of us.”  

For a brief second, Hansen and members of the program took time to reflect on his 

career and accomplishments as head coach. 

“I’ve had an opportunity to be at a great place for a long period of time and I’ve had 

some great kids to work with,” Hanson said.  

“To think about all the kids he’s coached and how he’s affected all those player’s lives is 

pretty incredible,” said senior setter Christy Blough.  

Few people know Hanson the way assistant coach Tim Embaugh does. Embaugh 

played under Hanson as an outside setter for four years and graduated from OSU in 

1990. He stayed on as a coach and has been in the program with Hanson for nearly 30 

years.  

“He’s got an amazing work ethic and bottom line, he’s a very upstanding guy,” Embaugh 

said. “He does not go about things the wrong way. He’s a very old school guy, if you 

will.” 

Hanson was born in Flint, Mich., in 1956. A former volleyball player, Hanson starred 

during his college career for both Kellogg Community College and Ball State University. 

After graduating, he coached the University of Wyoming women’s volleyball program 

before accepting the head coaching job at Ohio State in 1985.  

After over three decades of coaching, the question of how much longer Hanson will 

coach has been a common one.  

“I’m close to the end of the road, I’ll admit it. But there’s going to be a couple more good 

years and I’ve got two great assistants that are wonderful to work with and we’ve got a 

good group of kids coming in so you know I’m going to hang in for a couple more as 

long as I’m healthy and I’m feeling good about it.” 

The Buckeyes (23-2, 12-0 Midwestern Intercollegiate Volleyball Association) have other 

things to feel good about, as they are currently ranked No. 1 in the nation even after a 

five-set loss to Penn State on Tuesday.  
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“A chance to defend our league title, a chance to have home-court advantage for our 

playoffs,” Hanson said. “A chance to play in the national championship tournament here 

at Ohio State and to possibly defend our national championship.” 

Hanson’s resume contains multiple eye-grabbing numbers and accolades. Among them 

are two National Championships, four National Coach of the Year awards, 12 

Midwestern Intercollegiate Volleyball Association Coach of the Year awards, 20 

seasons of 20 wins or more, 668 wins, multiple record winning streaks, and of course 

more than 1000 matches. The opinions of Hanson, Blough and Embaugh differ on 

which accomplishment is most impressive.   

“I guess right now, since its most fresh in my mind it would probably be last year’s 

championship and that string of victories that the guys had,” Hanson said. “It was just so 

interesting in that the guys never got caught up in all of the things that were going on. It 

was just so mechanical.”  

Blough, a member of last season’s national championship team, values consistency 

when looking at Hansen’s resume.  

“I would probably say the number of MIVA titles or the number of 20-win seasons he 

has just because I think that shows the consistency he’s had over time and how it 

doesn’t really matter as much the players he has and that he’s always going to get a 

top-quality team out of the players he does have,” Blough said.  

Embaugh explained how monumental the 1,000-match milestone really is in the 

volleyball world.  

“That’s a crazy number. When you’re playing somewhere from 26 to 32 matches in a 

year, 1,000 matches, that’s a number that’s just hard to grasp,” Embaugh said. “That’s a 

pretty small percentage of people in this profession who will actually do that, particularly 

for one program. I would consider him to be part of an elite group for sure.” 

As for Hanson, he continues to downplay the accolades and numbers while placing the 

emphasis on the experience his players have during their time at OSU.  

“That means as much to me as the national championship,” Hanson said. “I’ve helped 

guys fulfill their dreams.” 
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