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Orton Hall seeking crowdfunding help to erect dinosaur 

A crowdfunding effort is currently underway to put a dinosaur in Orton Hall here on 

campus. The staff of the longtime museum are hopeful that the Cryolophosaurus ellioti 

will soon peer out the windows of the building and will be seen from The Oval.  

The project is accepting donations for the entire month of March, hoping to reach the 

desired goal of $80,000 that the museum needs in order to purchase the skeleton and 

display.  

More than 20,000 visitors, many of them school children, come to the museum each 

year, according to the website for the fundraiser. The museum’s desire is that the 

dinosaur display will attract students of all ages and be a tribute of sorts to the School of 

Earth Sciences at Ohio State.  

Bill Ausich, the director of the Orton Geological Museum, said the goal of the dinosaur 

display is to create an interest in science for children visiting the museum.  

“Dinosaurs are a magnet for kids, and our hope is that more children will come to visit 

the museum,” Ausich said in a phone interview on Tuesday.  

As a retired paleontologist, Ausich has a passion for education and now spends most of 

his time at the School of Earth Sciences and in the museum. He places a significant 

level of importance on the future of education in varying fields of science.  

“Getting kids interested in STEM fields is the function of the museum,” Ausich said. “Not 

everyone will study dinosaurs, but it gets people in the door.” 

Dale Gnidovec, the curator and collections manager of the Orton Geological Museum, 

said the fundraising project is the first step in helping the museum as a whole.  

“We’re hoping it’ll kick off a renovation of the entire museum. A lot of these exhibits 

have been here since 1981 and we receive essentially no funding from the university,” 

Gnidovec said.  

Known as “the dinosaur man,” Gnidovec greatly enjoys his time with the children touring 

the museum. His ambition is that the dinosaur display will increase the number of tours 

and improve the experience for visitors. 

“We’d like to get a dinosaur skeleton in the lobby, a carnivorous dinosaur looking 

hungrily down at the kids as they come in the door,” Gnidovec said.  

In a way, Cryolophosaurus ellioti belongs on the campus of OSU and in the School of 

Earth Sciences. The dinosaur was discovered originally by Dr. David Elliot of OSU in 

Antarctica in 1991. It was among the first and most complete dinosaur skeletons found 

on that continent.  

“I think that it would be a great addition from the museum’s perspective,” Elliot said at 

his office on campus Wednesday.  
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The potential display of the dinosaur at Orton Hall would be a replica cast of the original 

skeleton found by Elliot.  The skeleton of the Cryolophosaurus measures approximately 

23 feet long.  

It’d be fitting that a prehistoric creature would go into Orton Hall, with it being one of the 

oldest buildings on campus. It is named after Edward Orton Sr., who was the first 

president of the university. Orton founded the Orton Geological Museum in 1893.  

Donations are being accepted throughout the remainder of the month online at 

buckeyefunder.osu.edu/dinosaur and in person at the museum, which is open and free 

to all from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.  

SOURCE LIST: 

Dale Gnidovec, Curator & Collections Manager, Orton Geological Museum. 614-292-

6896 gnidovec.1@osu.edu. Interviewed 3-7-17 at Orton Hall.  

Bill Ausich, Director of Orton Geological Museum. 614-292-3353 ausich.1@osu.edu 

Interviewed via phone on 3-7-17.  

Dr. David Elliot, OSU School of Earth Sciences. 614-292-5076 elliot.1@osu.edu 

Interviewed 3-8-17 at Mendenhall Laboratory.  
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